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CHAPTER OFFICERS

PRESIDENT:  Francis X. Givler, Jr., 114 Scott Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
NOTE:  *time-sensitive correspondence should be sent to this address*
ottodocfacs@atlanticbb.net
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CHAPTER DELEGATE TO NRHS & WEBMASTER:  Joseph A. DeFrancesco
1266 Lincoln Avenue, Tyrone, PA 16686
jdefrancesco@railroadcity.org

SECRETARY:  Joseph P. Harella, 3806 5th Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
jkharella@gmail.com

TREASURER:  Denny Walls, 123 Sandcastle Lane, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
d63w@aol.com

CHAPTER HISTORIAN/EDITOR:  Leonard E. Alwine, 212 N. 11th Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601

NOTE:  Horseshoe Curve Chapter, National Railway Historical Society was granted a charter by the 
NRHS on May 11, 1968 (3 months and 10 days after the PRR-NYC merger), evolving from the Altoona 
Railway Museum Club (1965-1968).  We meet on the FOURTH Tuesday of each month except December, 
at the Railroaders Memorial Museum , Altoona, PA, at 7:30 PM.  Occasional exceptions are announced to 
the membership.

90 (+) % of all communications and notices are handled by e-mail.  Please keep your e-mail address 
current with the officers, especially the President and the Chapter Historian/Editor.



IN THIS WINTER 2024-2025 ISSUE OF THE COAL BUCKET
	
	 - Chapter member authors a new pamphlet - Coal Bucket Editor Leonard Alwine, recently wrote a new 
article which was published by the Blair County Historical Society and released November 1, 2024 about the 
Altoona Works PRR Fire Department.

	 - Finally, the funicular at the Horseshoe Curve was open to service again on November 9, 2024 and the 
Editor was there to take a ride after a four year shutdown.

	 - Old Habits are Hard to Break, is an article about Secretary Joe Harella still helping with Santa Trains in 
December 2024.

	 - A Model of Alto Tower is an article in response to Dean McKnight stating at a Chapter meeting in Oc-
tober 2024 that something should be done with the Alto Tower.  Len Alwine shows a few photos of a model of it 
that he built in 2006-2007.

	 - Under the Wire contains an article on PCC cars celebrating 70 years of service overseas as gleened 
from a Trains Magazine announcing this celebration to take place in 2025-2026.

	 - Local Yard News and Chapter minutes are included by Joe Harella to keep all informed of upcoming 
events.

	 - A tribute to the “Train Lady” Carol Lee Paterson, by Editor Len Alwine about her operating the sea-
sonal trains at the Logan Valley Mall for 38 years.

	 - A Look Back has a listing of events compiled by the Editor that took place in Altoona during the past 
several years.

	 - In Memory is a memorial to former Coal Bucket Editor, Mike Albanese, who passed away January 13, 
2025.  He served as Editor from 1991-1997.  Longtime member, Mike Walls, has also passed.

	 - It is the hope of the Coal Bucket Staff that all members will enjoy this newsletter.  Please let us know!  
As always we are looking for articles written by our Chapter members and photos taken by them for future 
newsletters.  To submit articles, please mail them to the Editor at the address on the cover.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 - The Coal Bucket Staff



CHAPTER MEMBER AUTHORS NEW PUBLICATION
by Leonard Alwine

	 The Blair County Historical Society recently (November 1, 2024) released a new pamphlet that was writ-
ten by the Chapter Coal Bucket Editor, Leonard Alwine.
	
	 The title of the pamphlet is The History of the Altoona Works of the Pennsylvania Railroad Fire Depart-
ment 1859-1995.  It details the PRR and it’s fire fighting protection they provided for Altoona almost from the 
beginning of the town.

	 The PRR allowed the first volunteer fire company (Goodwill) to use a building at 12th Street and 9th Av-
enue inside the shop complex.  A few years later the PRR purchased a horse drawn steam fire engine and placed 
it in the same building as the Goodwill company moved out.  This fire engine was manned by the PRR machine 
shop employees as was future purchases of fire apparatus purchased by the PRR.

	 The PRR eventually built a brick fire station across 12th Street from the original one and a short time later 
another brick station along Chestnut Avenue at 1st Street inside the car shop complex.

	 In 1895, the City of Altoona created a paid fire department and purchased all the volunteer stations and 
equipment (most of it provided by the City).  The two PRR companies became #7 and #8 on the AFD rosters but 
were still manned by PRR employees and paid by the PRR Railroad Company.  That lasted until 1985 when the 
last PRR (now Conrail) fire engine was retired.

	 This publication details the progress of this fire company from the hand drawn and horse drawn units of 
the 1850’s through the first gasoline powered truck in the early 1900’s to the end in 1985.

	 It was written by Leonard Alwine, using many photos, articles and books from conventions in the early 
days that he has collected over the years of Altoona and Blair County Fire Departments.  He himself, has been a 
volunteer fireman with Logan Township since 1968.

	 The pamphlet condenses the PRR history into an eight page publication with 35 photos, about half that he 
has collected over the years and the rest are ones he has taken himself.

	 It is available at the gift shop at Baker’s Mansion - Blair County Historical Society, 3419 Oak Lane, Al-
toona, PA 16602 - at the very reasonable price of $5.00.  It is a must for any PRR or fire fighting enthusiast.

Photo of the cover of the book 
showing the PRR engine from 1941 
at the Horseshoe Curve (9-14-24)



Looking from the top on 11-9-2024
Two cars passing each other half way up the incline.  

The first time in four years.

FINALLY!!
by Leonard Alwine

	 On Saturday, November 9, 2024, the funicular at the Horseshoe Curve was “officially” placed back into 
service.  It was welcomed by a large crowd of people waiting to ride to the top of the Curve once again.  It is better 
for those who cannot walk up the 198 steps to get to the top and the lookout to see the trains.

	 The funicular had actually passed all the tests a week before and had a “soft” opening for a couple days 
before the official opening on November 9th.

	 It will be operating for the rest of the season, Friday - Sunday from 9:00 am til 4:00 pm until the Curve 
closes in December for the winter.  That will be a good test run and hopefully barring any other problems, it will 
be ready in the Spring for the 2025 tourist season.

	 There are some limits for now though.  It only runs every half hour and is only allowed to carry 12 pas-
sengers each time per car.  A schedule is posted at the entrance gate.

	 It did feel good though, getting to ride to the top once again after a four year shutdown.  A special t-shirt 
is available in the gift shop for $21.99, produced to mark the occasion.

Special tshirt made for the re-opening 
“I came for the trains, but stayed for the Funicular”

Available in the gift shop at the 
bottom entrance for $21.99.



OLD HABITS ARE HARD TO BREAK
by Leonard Alwine

	 For many years, the Chapter sponsored Santa Train trips using the chapter cars and the tracks and motive 
power of the Everett Railroad.  It was great income for the chapter and was made possible by the dedicated mem-
bers who took part in the event - selling tickets, stuffing treat bags, and manning the cars on the day of the trips.

	 One of these members who volunteered is Joe Harrella, who enjoyed being a conductor on the trains dur-
ing the trips.

	 After many years, and a declining number of “young” volunteers, the Santa Train idea along with the cars 
were sold to the Everett Railroad, who still runs the special train today.

	 Chapter Secretary, Joe Harella, still serves as conductor for these trains today.  His many years of service 
prove that old habits are hard to break!

Joe inside the train car for 
the Santa trip in December 2024

A MODEL OF ALTO TOWER
by Leonard Alwine

	 There has been discussion lately about the Alto Tower and the need to keep it fixed up and painted before 
it is too late.  At the October chapter meeting it was stated by Dean McKnight that maybe a model of the tower 
could be built and displayed at the museum.

	 That got me thinking about a model of it that I built back in 2006-2007.  That was in the days when my 
fingers still worked and I could see better and handle small parts.

	 The model I built was laser cut wood by Railway Heritage Models.  My late wife, Diane, helped me to 
purchase it for our anniversary in June of 2006.  We ordered it and it arrived July 10, 2006.  It cost $89.95 plus 
shipping.  I am sure that I spent another $25.00 on glue and paint.  I built it and painted it to resemble the original 
colors as shown on the box.  It is an H-O scale model.

	 Even back then I could only work on it for a short time until my fingers would cramp up and I had to stop 
for a day or two.  I finally finished it January 25, 2007.  It turned out pretty good but I am sure that I could not 
build it today due to arthritis.  Following are some photos of the finished model which I took in November 2024.



Photo of box cover 
showing the original colors

Photo of finished model from 10th Avenue side. Photo of finished model from the railroad side.

End of tower looking towards the
Horseshoe Curve.

End of tower looking towards the
Juniata yard.



UNDER THE WIRE
by Leonard Alwine

	 Back in the early 1930’s, the North American Tractor Operators and Manufacturers banded together to 
produce a “modern” trolley car.  The group became known as the Electric Railway Presidents Conference Com-
mittee.  Some five years later, the effort produced the first new street car that debuted in New York City on October 
1, 1936.  It was named a PCC car after the committee’s name.

	 Over the next few years, more than 5,000 of these new “cars” were made for United States and Canada 
traction companies.  

	 The closest they ever came to Altoona was in Johnstown, which purchased 17 of these cars (#401-417) in 
1947.  When retired in 1960, the electrical gear and trucks were sold to Brussels, overseas.

	 But the PCC cars would soon cross over the Atlantic for European countries.  In an article by Quintus 
Vosman in the December issue of Trains Magazine, he details the PCC cars and transit companies that used them 
including some photos which I have gleaned to write this article on these long running trolley cars.

	 The first one went to Belgium along with two kits of parts to build more cars in 1949.  The regular PCC 
car was a little too big for the narrow streets so the two kits were built and assembled in Belgium by La Bugerise 
at Nicais & Delcuve who became the overseas builder of PCC cars for the Hague of the Netherlands and were 
made a little narrower and shorter.  Brussels ordered cars from them in the early 1950’s.  Riders did not like the 
stained windows so many were built without them.  The Hague eventually had 234 “American” looking PCCs on 
the roster.  Other operators in Czechoslovakia and Eastern Block countries used over 14,000 of these cars, with 
many still in service today.  That is three times as many built overseas as were built in the USA.

	 The Hague is celebrating 75 years of PCC use overseas in 2025.  They will operate a 41.6 mile line along 
the Belgium coast followed by another celebration in Brussels using some of the 20 plus cars preserved in the 
Hague Transit Heritage fleet in 2026.  That is quite an example of a 90 year old American trolley design still in 
use daily overseas.

	 One of Hague cars did return to American turf when retired and is on display at the National Capital Trol-
ley Museum in Cloesville near Washington, D.C..  That is car #3129 (perhaps a future bus tour for Dick?).

Car #1302 rebuilt as the “Party Tram”
which can be chartered for trips over the 

Hague system.



Hague cars small PCC #1304 and regular 
car #1022 at Schevening Haven terminal.  
Photo showing two different body styles.

LOCAL YARD NEWS & CHAPTER MINUTES
by Joe Harella

 changed to the 19th instead



 holders to all







A TRIBUTE TO THE “TRAIN LADY”
by Leonard Alwine

	 It seems only fitting that a special tribute be made in the Coal Bucket to Altoona’s longest active train 
operator, affectionately nicknamed “The Train Lady”.

	 Carol Lee Patterson (October 13, 1938 -  January 8, 2025), was not a member of the Horseshoe Curve 
Chapter N.R.H.S, although her son did marry one of Les Shafer’s daughters and remembers riding on Les’s little 
steam engine.  But Carol did operate Santa Express and Easter Bunny trains for 38 years at the Logan Valley Mall.  
That long  term service earned her that special nickname from the many families who brought their kids to ride on 
those trains during the shopping seasons.  Later in years those same kids returned with their kids to ride the train.

	 Carol loved children and truly enjoyed this seasonal job operating the train for it’s owner, Frank Marucci 
of Marucci Brothers, Inc., from Wilnerding near Monroeville.

	 Carol was very saddened when the Mall burned down in December 1994 shortly before Christmas de-
stroying her train.  When the melted train was removed from the mall and piled outside, she heard that scavengers 
were trying to take it for scrap.  She drove to the mall and sat near her train until Frank and his crew could arrive 
and load it into his van and take it back to his shop.

	 A new train was acquired and she continued to operate it during the special seasons at the mall, totaling 38 
years of service.  A record that may never be broken by anyone else operating trains in Altoona.

	 For Carol, her last train has left the station, but the memories of those 1,000’s of children and adults who 
rode those trains will live on in their minds.  Kids and adults who were made happy enjoying a simple train ride 
while shopping.

	 You may not be at the control any longer, but you will forever be “The Train Lady”.  

	 May you rest in peace, Carol. 



The second train 
used at the mall

with a diesel engine 
and three passengers cars



The Logan Valley Station where tickets were 
purchased to ride the train.

Tunnel built through the two story Christmas 
tree so the train could get by.

Photos of this new train were taken December 27, 2009 by Editor Leonard Alwine.

A LOOK BACK
by Leonard Alwine

October 1, 1936	 The first production PCC car entered service on the Brooklyn & Queens transit Corp.
	 	 	 and Mayor Fiorella LaGuardia took part in the ribbon cutting service.  He refused a coin
			   from the President of the railroad using his own 5 cent coin to drop into the fare box 
	 	 	 becoming the first paying customer to ride in the new PCC car.



50 years ago		  PA Secretary of Transportation, Jacob Kassab, helped to cut the ribbon on the new 7.5
			   million dollar 10th Avenue Expressway, completed 500 days ahead of schedule.

			   Patricia Connell, Altoona Public Library Director, announced the opeing of a multi-
	 	 	 media center in the former coffee shop of the Penn Alto Hotel with records, film strips,
			   posters and audio/visual equipment available to loan out.  Today these items are loaned
			   out at the library at 17th Street along with home improvement tools.

30 years ago		  The Logan Valley Mall burned down shortly before Christmas during the heart of the 
			   shopping season.

25 years ago		  Tim Longwill Sesquicentennial Commission Vice Chairman announced the Altoona
	 	 	 150th Anniversary Parade would be held May 22 with 41 floats and 167 marching units.

????????		  Did Columbus maybe come to America aboard a train?

The media center
along 13th Avenue.



IN MEMORY
by Leonard Alwine

	 The Coal Bucket announces the passing of Michael J. Albanese,
August 17, 1952 - January 13, 2025.

	 Mike was a lifelong friend of the Coal Bucket Editor, Leonard
Alwine.  We went to school together through junior and senior high and
we shared many of the same interests.  We both played the clarinet in the 
school bands and shared an interest in local Altoona history, especially 
the PRR.  We both collected HO scale model trains and layouts.

	 As a member of the NRHS and the local Chapter, Mike served as
Editor of the Coal Bucket from 1991 through 1997.  

	 He will be missed by all who knew him well.  May you rest
in peace, Mike.

Leonard Alwine (L) and Mike Albanese (R)
enjoy a snack aboard a Blue & White Bus 

enroute to the Tulip Festival Parade in 
Holland, MI

as members of the A.A.H.S. 
marching band in 1968.



IN MEMORY
by Leonard Alwine

	 The Coal Bucket announces the passing of Claude M. Walls, February 24, 1937 - December 17, 2024, 
better known to the membership as Mike.

	 Mike was a long time member of the NRHS Horseshoe Curve Chapter and until recently attended almost 
every meeting.  His son, Denny Walls, serves as Chapter Treasurer.

	 Mike worked for the PRR, Penn Central and Conrail railroads.  He also was a member of the Geeseytown 
Fire Company from 1962 and for many of those years in between served as the Fire Chief.  

	 He will be missed at the Chapter meetings.  May you rest in peace, Mike.


